Diagnosing appendicitis across the life span.
Arriving at a definitive diagnosis of acute appendicitis (AA) requires an understanding of the various presenting signs and symptoms of all ages and genders across the life span. Primary care providers must also be aware of the pertinent laboratory tests and imaging procedures that will assist in providing useful information toward making an accurate diagnosis of AA. Utilizing an in-depth review of the literature, this article delineates the presenting signs and symptoms of AA from children to adults to elders. It also delineates which laboratory and imaging techniques should be used for each age group as effective adjuncts in diagnosing AA.